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But this only started her on a new tack which in the end was to
have serious and permanent results on British-German relations. If
the situation was mortifying to the Kaiser, it was grist to the mill
of the naval party which for several years had been arguing that world
policy required sea-power. Now at length, as they pointed out,
actual experience had shown the utter helplessness of the German
people without a fleet. Of what use were the Kaiser's schemes for
mobilizing marine infantry, landing in Delagoa Bay, rallying Boer
and Portuguese for an attack on Britain, when it was known to every-
body that any expedition issuing from a German port would immedi-
ately be destroyed by the British Navy ? A young naval officer named
Tirpitz, who had already caught the Kaiser's eye by his zeal in the naval
cause, reported to his senior that he had had " an opportunity of vindica-
ting in the highest quarter " the views of the big navy advocates, and
in his " Memoirs " written in after years he says that " the outbreak
of envy, hatred and rage which the Krugcr telegram let loose con-
tributed more than anything else to open the eyes of large sections of
the German people to their economic position and the necessity for a
fleet." x Another phase of the South African question was to produce
the same reaction four years later, but if the beginning of naval rivalry
between Great Britain and Germany is to be dated at any point, that
point is January, 1895, the month of the Jameson Raid and the Kruger
telegram.
1 Tirpitz "MyMemoirs," Vol. I, p. 65.
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